
Local Procedures 

By Mike Stephenson 

Big Bear Municipal Water District 



The District launched 12,599 vessels 
during the 2012 season at one facility. 

4,965 of these vessels required 
inspection 

2,346 of these vessels required 
decontamination 



 ALL boats that will be launched on Big Bear 
Lake need to be inspected 

 

 Exception – if vessel has seal / band 

*FROM BIG BEAR LAKE ONLY* 

 

Or 24 hour card issued by MWD 
employee. 

 



 ALL boats must be - Clean 

 Clean –Any growth (biofouling) or evidence that vessel 
has been sitting in water.  

 Look for evidence that vessel was recently pressure 
washed, they could have missed a spot or mussels fallen 
on to trailer.  

 IF MUSSELS FOUND the vessel is quarantined for a 
number of days shown on 100th meridian calculator plus 
3 days. 



 Live wells and storage compartments are inspected for 
water and/ or moisture and visible mussels. 

 Bilge and floor compartments inspected for water 
and/or moisture and visible mussels. 

 

 

 

 



 Drained & Dry - Any moisture, MUST be 
decontaminated or  dried 

 Zero tolerance 

 ANY MOISTURE, regardless of origin 
 Garden hose, rain, etc. 

 Check exterior of boat-moisture, biofouling, WEEDS!! 

 Check bilge of boat 

 Check out drive or “motor”  
 Lower out drive or start jet motor.  



 



 Vessels leaving the Lake are banded to identify that 
they have been through the inspection process 

 band all vessels   

 Altered or manipulated bands are not accepted 

 Only Big Bear Lake bands are accepted 

 Only Marina employees allowed to apply bands 

 



 Bands/Seals/Tags/Cards from any other Lake 

 Department of Agriculture Inspection 
tags/cards 













 



 









 Manually Propelled Watercraft  
 Typically can be launched by shore 

 Canoes, Kayaks, Float tubes, SUP, etc. 



 All hand launch vessels must have inspection prior to 
selling a lake permit.  
 You must have your vessel at the time you purchase the 

permit! 

 



 If a vessel is in your custody no inspection sheet 
necessary 
 Stored in your lot 

 Rental fleet 

 If an outside vessel arrives at your ramp, does not have 
a BBL band, it must be inspected! 

 All launching facilities must be manned by a Level 1 
certified vessel inspector 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 23 Substrate monitoring sample points on or near lake 
access points. 

 Plankton tows early may through September  

 172 control speed zone and hazard buoys that are 
inspected at the end of each season.   

    


